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June 14, 2040

The Honerabie Patrick Leatny
LIS Senate
Washington, [XT 35510

Dear Serator Leahy-

Action Faimess Act becangs of the adverse effect the bill would have on the
ability of nfured Americans to bold tobacco Lompanies accountable in court.
We support your amendment to exefnpt tobacco cagss from this legislation

Histoncally, xtatm court class action iitigation hes been one of the mast
effective and efficient tocls for injured citizens to SR access to the Courts,
parbcularly it cazes where a defendamt has wfured 3 larse number of people.
Clazs action cuses mve plaintifs the gpportunity to consalidate their Claims,
making ft fnancially poszsible for them 1o bring the case. The Engle case
cuently underway in Flovida, demonstrates the uniportance of maintamng
thiz avenue for injured victims to hold the tobacce industry accountable,

It it to the advantage of tobarco defimdamts to have a case trapsferred from
Ftate 1o federal court, Federal covrts have consistently been unwilling ko
certify elasses of tobacco victims in ciass action suitz  This kil would pive
Philip Morris, R.J. Reynolds aud other robaces corporations ar additional apd
unarranted tactical advantage by allowing them to remove state clazs
aCtiems to federal Gourt against the will of the plaintffi.

Class action lawsnits are one of the few ways that imjured consurmers can
bring claims against the tobacco industry. The iimpartanee of thege wits iz
clear in light of the mdusiry's highly criticized attempt ta wipe them oot in
the June 21 1997, deal sought with the state attoreys gencral  This bill
wauld provide the tobacco mdustry with a way ta avoid ligbility, leaving
thewsands of injured consumers without COMpensation.

Sineerely,
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John B Garmeon
CEDQ



